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Advanced modulation formats such as carrierless amplitude phase (CAP) modulation 
technique is one of the solutions to increase flexibility and high bit rates to support 
multi-level and multi-dimensional modulations with the absence of sinusoidal 
carrier. Recent work are focussing on the 2D CAP-64 QAM Radio-over-Fiber (RoF) 
system but no extension of higher dimensions is reported. This thesis expands the 
area of CAP modulation technique and RoF system. The work described in this 
thesis is devoted to the investigation of 1.25 GSa/s sampling rate for multi-level and 
multi-dimensional CAP in point-to-point (P2P) and RoF system at 3 km single-mode 
fiber (SMF). Another advanced modulation format which is known as discrete 
multitone (DMT) is compared with CAP modulation in order to observe the 
performance in different modulation schemes. The 4QAM-DMT and 16QAM-DMT 
at different number of subcarriers are carried out in this propagation. Based on the 
results, the transmission performance in terms of BER and received optical power for 
RoF transmission are degraded to almost 3 dB when comparing to 3 km SMF 
transmission. These are caused by the wireless power loss and impairment effects. 
The bit rate and spectral efficiency can be increased with the increasing number of 
levels, and may decreased once the number of dimensions is increased due to the 
higher up-sampling factor. However, the additional dimensions can be used to 
support multiple service applications. Therefore, it can be concluded that CAP has 
better performance as compared to DMT in terms of higher spectral efficiency and 
data rate. To conclude, the results presented in this thesis exhibit high feasibility of 
CAP modulation in the increasing number of dimensions and levels. Thus, CAP has 
the potential to be utilized in multiple service allocations for different number of 




Format modulasi lanjutan seperti teknik modulasi carrireless amplitude phase (CAP) 
adalah salah satu penyelesaian untuk meningkatkan fleksibiliti dan kadar bit untuk 
menampung modulasi pelbagai-peringkat dan pelbagai-dimensi dengan ketiadaan 
pembawa sinusoidal. Kajian terkini memberi tumpuan kepada 2D CAP-64QAM 
sistem Radio-over-Fiber (RoF) dan tiada lanjutan untuk dimensi yang lebih tinggi. 
Tesis ini memperluaskan skop kajian dalam bidang teknik modulasi CAP dan sistem 
RoF. Kerja-kerja penyelidikan yang dihuraikan di dalam tesis ini adalah dikhaskan 
untuk menyiasat 1.25 GSa/s kadar pensampelan bagi pelbagai-peringkat dan 
pelbagai-dimensi teknik modulasi CAP dalam penghantaran optik dan sistem RoF 
pada 3 km gentian mod tunggal (SMF). Pada masa yang sama, format modulasi 
lanjutan lain yang dikenali sebagai discrete multitone (DMT) telah dibandingkan 
dengan modulasi CAP untuk melihat prestasi dalam skim modulasi yang berbeza. 
4QAM-DMT dan 16QAM-DMT pada nilai subpembawa yang berbeza telah 
dijalankan dalam penyebaran ini. Berdasarkan dari keputusan yang diperolehi, 
prestasi penghantaran dari segi BER dan penerimaan kuasa optik untuk penghantaran 
RoF berkurangan hampir 3 dB berbanding penghantaran 3 km SMF. Ini adalah 
akibat daripada kehilangan kuasa tanpa wayar dan kesan kemerosotan. Di samping 
itu, peningkatan jumlah peringkat juga boleh meningkatkan kadar bit dan kecekapan 
spektrum. Namun, apabila jumlah dimensi meningkat, kadar bit dan kecekapan 
spektrum akan berkurangan disebabkan oleh faktor kenaikan-pensampelan yang 
lebih tinggi. Walau bagaimanapun, penambahan dimensi boleh digunakan untuk 
menyokong pelbagai aplikasi perkhidmatan. Dengan itu, dapat disimpulkan bahawa 
modulasi CAP mempunyai prestasi yang lebih baik berbanding dengan modulasi 
DMT dari segi peningkatan kecekapan spektrum dan kadar data. Secara ringkas, 
hasil keputusan yang dibentangkan di dalam tesis ini menunjukkan kebolehan yang 
tinggi bagi modulasi CAP dalam peningkatan jumlah dimensi dan peringkat. Oleh 
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itu, CAP berpotensi untuk digunakan dalam pelbagai perkhidmatan yang 
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This chapter discusses the background of advanced modulation scheme for optical 
communication system and optical carrierless amplitude phase (CAP) modulation 
format. A scenario of home area network (HAN) and an overview of Radio-over-
Fiber (RoF) system architecture are briefly described to define the significance of 
CAP modulation format. The problem statement is also discussed along with the 
objectives and scope of work.  
1.2 Background of Study 
The development of new technologies in telecommunication systems has increased 
the demand of new devices that require better network planning and design. This is 
due to fact that conventional communication network infrastructures such as twisted-
pair telephony and coaxial cable CATV networks are not suitable enough in the 
growth of recent network traffic demand, as shown in Figure 1.1 (Cisco, 2016). From 
the figure, mobile data traffic is expected to grow to 30.6 exabytes per month by 
2020.  
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Figure 1.1: Global mobile data traffic (Cisco, 2016). 
 In high-speed communication networks, the digital subscriber line (DSL) 
techniques, namely asymmetric digital subscriber line (ADSL), very-high-bit-rate 
digital subscriber line (VDSL), and cable modem are employed. However, the cost of 
these systems is too high. Therefore, wireless technology and fiber optics have 
revolutionized these local telecommunications network, so that high-speed 
communication networks can be developed at an affordable cost. 
1.2.1 Introduction to Advanced Modulation Format for Optical 
Communication System 
Optical fiber communication systems are widely utilized mainly for two reasons. 
Firstly is the requirement to obtain lower cost and secondly, is the wider bandwidth 
due to the increase of data exchange (Winzer & Essiambre, 2006). Recently, multiple 
wavelength channels have received special attention in optical fiber communication 
system to obtain higher data exchange. However, the system are costly and can be 
reduced by using a minimum number of wavelengths. Hence, different modulation 
formats are utilized in future optical networks that rely on the system features, bit 
rate, and network size (Mishina et al., 2006). 
Consequently, on-off keying (OOK) in both of non-return to zero (NRZ) and 
return-to-zero (RZ) are becoming the main modulation formats for most of the 
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optical communication systems (Gnauck & Winzer, 2005).  The NRZ-OOK is 
deployed in long-haul high-speed 10 Gigabit per second (Gbps) transmission 
networks (Borne, 2008). However, these modulation formats present low spectral 
efficiency for future high speed networks. 
Recently, higher order modulation formats are broadly studied for long haul 
optical communication systems. These high order modulation formats include 
quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK), quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM), 
and orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) with coherent detection and 
digital signaling processing (DSP) algorithm (Tao et al., 2013). For external 
modulation, IQ modulator is normally utilized at the transmitter, and optical hybrid 
and local oscillators together with DSP algorithms at the receiver. These sources are 
implemented by using application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs) for signal 
detection.  
However, coherent detection technique is unrealistic to be used for short 
reach communication link. In addition, the use of IQ modulator and optical hybrid 
does not only increase the system cost, but also increases the complexity of system 
integration. The short reach optical communication system requires a low-cost light 
sources. For example, directly modulated lasers (DMLs), vertical cavity surface 
emitting lasers (VCSELs), and external modulated lasers (EMLs). These sources 
directly detect the signal at the optical receiver. Therefore, no optical phase 
information will be accessible.  
As a result, further research need to be done to increase the system spectral 
efficiency when using DML, EML, VCSEL or direct detection. Moreover, the 
atention over advanced modulation schemes that include pulse amplitude modulation 
(PAM) (Wei, Geng, et al., 2012  & Ghiasi et. al., 2012), carrierless amplitude phase 
(CAP) modulation (Othman M. B., 2012 & Lopez, 2013), direct detected OFDM and 
discrete multitone (DMT) modulation (Othman M. B. et al., 2014 & Gui T., 2013) 
are also necessary. 
1.2.2 Introduction to Carrierless Amplitude Phase Modulation Format 
CAP modulation technique is a multilevel and multidimensional modulation scheme 
that shows certain similarities to QAM in terms of its capability to transmit two data 
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streams in parallel. However, CAP does not involve the generation of sinusoidal 
carriers at both transmitter and receiver, but the filters with orthogonal waveforms 
are used to separate different data streams. Due to this contradiction, CAP receiver is 
simpler than the QAM receiver but still achieving the same spectral efficiency and 
performance (Olmedo et al., 2013).  
The interest in CAP lies in its well-known spectral efficiency (SE), which 
makes it very competitive with OFDM. Recently, CAP has gained attention in 
optical communication due to its potentially high SE (Ingham et. al., 2011 & 
Wieckowski et. al., 2011). The interesting feature of CAP is its ability to reach out to 
more than two dimensions, where each dimension modulates different service. This 
ability enables CAP to support numerous service differentiations with the absence of 
wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) or time division multiplexing (TDM) for a 
single optical channel. Besides that, at detection part, it only requires a single optical 
receiver to support different services and can be retrieved by match filtering of the 
received signal. 
Moreover, CAP modulation scheme is less complex than OFDM. CAP 
modulation has an ability to generate data at high speed with the use of readily 
available low-cost transversal filters (Ingham et al., 2011). CAP is also a single-
carrier scheme that can achieve high bit rates (Wei, Ingham et. al., 2012a). In 
addition, CAP modulation scheme consumes a significantly less power than OFDM 
in a system (Wei et. al., 2012b). 
On top of that, the flexibility of CAP technique indicates that the generation 
of passband channels can be achieved through a software-controlled adjustment. This 
is possible because of the presence of tap coefficients in electronic filters that does 
not require a mixer and local oscillator for up-conversion (Ingham et al., 2011). In 
addition, CAP modulation gives an outstanding performance in producing compact 
and efficient optoelectronic devices that makes optical communication system 
networks to be much simpler with low power signal processing and high data 
transmission rate at a low cost.  
The employment of CAP modulation in RoF system could be an interesting 
area to explore. CAP modulation scheme provides the realization of higher 
dimensional modulation scheme that can be explored for the use in optical short-
range transmission based on the intensity modulation-direct detection (IM-DD) RoF 
system. Zhang (Zhang et. al., 2013) has studied CAP-based modulation format in the 
 5 
RoF system for the first time. It states that cost-effective system design must be 
achieved to sustain a wide range of extended services, capacity and mobility. 
However, the work is focused only on 2D-CAP.  
1.2.3 Introduction to Home Area Network in Optical Transmission 
Home networking has turned into a convergence point in the next generation digital 
infrastructure. The advancement in technology has enabled television, household 
appliances, stereos, and home security systems, just to name a few – to be potentially 
connected to a network. Digitization is the key technology to support the connection 
and communication over the expanding digital networks.  





































 Non-smart devices and connections
 Smart devices and connections
 
Figure 1.2: Global growth of mobile devices and connections (Cisco, 2016). 
Recently, device combination is getting smarter with higher computing 
resources and network connection abilities that creates a growing request for 
intelligent networks. This is supported by the data of global growth of mobile 
devices and connections from Cisco (Cisco, 2016), as can be viewed in Figure 1.2. It 
can be analyzed from Figure 1.2 that smart devices and connections will increase 
from 36% in 2015 to 67% by the year 2020.    
End users are witnessing a noticeable development in the use of personal 
communication services such as video, voice, and data transmission. The demand of 
both residential and business customers worldwide has evolved from a simple e-mail 
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exchange and limited business file transfer to multiple services that require a 
broadband access. The broadband access supports extensive applications. For 
example, high speed internet, online gaming, high-definition television (HDTV), 
video-on-demand (VoD), and voice-over-IP (VoIP).  
The growing demand has put a severe pressure on communication network 
infrastructure to provide higher bandwidth that is capable in supporting multiple 
services. This has resulted in the evolution of short-range and wired access networks 
from copper-based transmission systems with limited coverage and bandwidth to the 
use of photonic technologies that can achieve high capacity and long reach links 
(Gaudino et al., 2010).  
The optical region of an electromagnetic spectrum has long been considered 
attractive to communication apart from the heavily used radio and microwave 
frequencies. The development of laser technologies that provides a stable source of 
coherent light for transmission of signals has embarked the research work in optical 
fiber communication. The deployment of optical fiber and photonic technologies in 
home networks as a medium for both wired and wireless services is considered as a 
key solution to meet the growing demand (Koonen et. al., 2009). 
Home area network (HAN) is a network that operates within a small 
boundary, typically a house. It enables the communication and sharing of resources 
between computers, mobile, and other devices. As an IP-based local area network 
(LAN), a HAN may be wired or wireless. In a typical implementation, a HAN 
consists of a broadband internet connection that is shared between multiple users 
through a third party wired or wireless modem. The scenario of HAN in fiber optic 
connection are demonstrated in Figure 1.3. A HAN needs to convey a huge variety of 
services that offers wide bandwidth, reliability, and quality of service (Koonen et. al., 
2014). These parameters can be increased by utilizing different transmission and 
modulation formats. The properties of optical fiber such as higher bandwidth and low 
loss with advanced modulation formats have made fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) as one 
of the shining stars in the next generation access (NGA) family for faster data 












 FDC: Fiber distribution cabinet
 FDP: Fiber distribution point
 FTB : Fiber termination box
 FWS: Fiber wall socket
 ONU: Optical network unit
 RF : Radio frequency
 SMF: Singlemode fiber
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Figure 1.3: Fiber optic connection of HAN scenario. 
The NGA refers to the access technology. For example, optical fiber, copper 
or wireless that are deployed in the street cabinet close to customer premises or 
directly to the customer premises (Chanclou et. al., 2008). NGA is used to describe 
the fiber connections that are becoming closer to end users. RoF technique in 
wireless technologies can be considered as NGA since these technologies can 
provide vital option to extend and improve broadband coverage. 
1.2.4 Introduction to Radio-over-Fiber System Architecture 
Future wireless system must offer higher data speed to support popular bandwidth-
hungry applications such as High-Definition (HD) video and high-speed internet. 
Owing to the frequency spectra limitation at low frequencies and congestion caused 
by the large number of users sharing the same frequency spectra, it will be necessary 
to develop higher carrier frequencies in the future to achieve faster wireless 
communication (Ng’oma et. al., 2009a). In addition, the increasing number of users 
will impose limitation to data communication. 
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Figure 1.4: Connection of Central Station (CS) and Base Station (BS) with different 
cell size. 
In high-speed network, the reduced amount of users per cell is the key to 
enhance the throughput per user and supporting high data rate. The number of users 
can be reduced by designing networks with a very small cell size (Kornain et. al., 
2013) which is known as micro-cells or pico-cells as depicted in Figure 1.4. 
However, by reducing the cell size, the number of radio interfaces in the installation 
area can be high and in some situations, hundreds of antennas are required to cover 
the service area, which leads to high cost of installation, operating system and 
maintenance that are economically impractical for HAN environment.   
The other way to reduce the amount of users per cell is by utilizing a new 
frequency band of operation since the unlicensed Industrial, Scientific, and Medical 
(ISM) frequency band are already congested (Zin et. al., 2010). Most of the 
developers are more inclined towards millimetre-wave (mm-wave) as another band 
of operations (Qiu, X. S., et. al., 2008). However, the increasing frequency will give 
rise to the higher cost of equipment, maintenance, and installation parts. Thus, the 







FDP: Fiber distribution point
FWS: Fiber wall socket
ONU: Optical network unit
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Figure 1.5: Scenario of HAN with various multimedia services in wired and wireless 
network. 
RoF is a combination of radio frequency (RF) and optical systems. RoF 
increases channel capacity with high data rate but working at a reduced cost and low 
power consumption. The architecture of RoF system for HAN, where a fiber optic is 
used as a backbone of the building is demonstrated in Figure 1.5. Fiber distribution 
point (FDP) provides an optical transmission medium for physical connection 
between the CS and optical network units (ONUs). Meanwhile, fiber wall socket 
(FWS) that is located on the house wall is used as fiber outlet to connect to each 
ONUs, before ONUs convert the optical to electrical signals. 
In order to achieve multi-standard operation, RoF system should able to 
manage wireless signals with various characteristics. One of the major characteristics 
is the signal modulation format. Therefore, RoF system must capable to support both 
single-carrier with multilevel modulation formats. For instance, CAP and QAM, as 
well as multi-carrier modulation formats such as DMT and OFDM. These two 
modulation schemes have the capabilities to carry out different performance 
requirements with respect to channel uniformity and peak-to-average power ratio 
(PAPR) (Ng’oma et. al., 2009a).   
By dealing with these cases, it is important to employ RoF system by using 
an IM-DD technique in order to reduce the cost and at the same time providing the 
required performance. IM-DD is a technique to optically distribute RF signal, by 
directly modulating the intensity of light source with the RF signal itself. 
Photodetector (PD) will then perform direct detection to recover the RF signal. 
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1.3 Problem Statement 
Despite the fact that RoF system is an analog transmission system, the data 
signal itself is possible to be in a digital format such as ASK and PSK. In addition, 
advanced modulation formats such as OFDM and QAM are suggested due to the 
increasing transmission distance and bit rate per channel. However, most of the 
advanced modulation formats have complex system designs and constraint in level 
enhancement flexibility.  
Thus, RoF system configuration is one of the solutions to avoid high system 
installation and maintenance, as well as to support the growing traffic volumes. In 
addition, advanced modulation format like CAP is also recommended due to the 
absence of local oscillator that can reduce the complexity and system cost, along 
with the high capacity and spectral efficiency.  
Higher dimensionality of CAP modulation format is proposed in optical 
communication network (Othman, 2012). However, there is no insertion of RF signal 
that has been reported in that work. Another work (Zhang et. al., 2014) has 
investigated the CAP-64QAM RoF system, but it is only for 2D-CAP modulation 
and no extension to higher dimension. Hence, this research work aims to investigate 
the multilevel and multidimensional CAP modulation format to be implemented into 
optical point-to-point (P2P) transmission and RoF system for home network. The 
results of CAP modulation scheme are also compared with DMT modulation format 
to verify the performance.  
1.4 Objectives  
The objectives of this work are as follows: 
(i) To investigate the multilevel multidimensional CAP modulation technique in 
RoF system. 
(ii) To compare the performance of advanced modulation scheme (CAP and DMT 
modulation formats). 
(iii) To analyse the bit error rate (BER) against received optical power (ROP) and 
error vector magnitude (EVM) performance in RoF system.  
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1.5 Scope of Project 
The scope of the work is to investigate the multilevel multidimensional CAP 
modulation technique in wired and wired-wireless systems, known as P2P and RoF 
for downlink in-home networks. In P2P and RoF systems, the CAP has been verified 
over the 3 km single-mode fiber (SMF) that is based on industrial applications 
(Hiramoto, Shishikura, Takai, & Traverso, 2007). The 1310 nm single-mode vertical 
cavity surface emitting laser (SM-VCSEL) is directly modulated with the CAP 
signals in P2P transmission. The IM-DD technique has been used in RoF system due 
to its simplicity. The BER performance are analyzed against the received optical 
power for P2P and RoF systems. In addition, the EVM performance metrics are 
investigated. The summary of the scope is depicted in Figure 1.6. 
The work is complete after fulfilling the activities as follows: 
(i) Develop CAP modulation by using MATLAB software. 
(ii) Design networks by using the VPI Transmission Maker software to be 
integrated with the CAP signal. 
(iii) Generate and analyse the results based on the BER performance against 
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· 4-QAM DMT 
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subcarriers
· 16-QAM DMT 64, 128, and 256 
subcarriers
Bit error rate 
(BER) · Bit error rate (BER)
· Error vector magnitude (EVM)
 
Figure 1.6: Scope of work. 
1.6 Thesis Organization 
This work is focusing on the CAP modulation format for basic optical transmission 
and ROF transmission. The thesis is organized in five chapters. In Chapter 1, the 
introduction and background of HAN, RoF architecture, and advanced modulation 
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schemes are discussed along with an overview of CAP modulation format. This 
chapter also deliberates the problem statement and objectives. Furthermore, the 
scope is stated based on the limitations that take into consideration the budgetary 
constraints.  
Chapter 2 gives an in-depth review and a theoretical background of CAP 
modulation and RoF system architecture. For CAP modulation, the review on 
classical 2D CAP and high dimensionality CAP are defined separately. Then, the 
technique of RoF configuration is described. There are three techniques known as 
IM-DD, remote heterodyne detection (RHD), and optical frequency multiplying 
(OFM). In addition, the previous work on CAP modulation and RoF system are 
discussed, followed with the continuation of previous work.  
Chapter 3 discusses the structure of classical 2D CAP and high 
dimensionality CAP. The CAP signal is then implemented in P2P transmission and 
RoF system, where the proposed block diagrams are designed. Moreover, CAP 
modulation is compared with DMT modulation to verify the performance of 
advanced modulation scheme.  
Chapter 4 is dedicated to results and analysis of the work along with the 
validation of results in Chapter 3. The results can be divided into three subsections; 
back-to-back (B2B) CAP signal and integration into P2P transmission and RoF 
systems. BER measurement is also extended for EVM estimation.  
Lastly, in Chapter 5, the conclusion, research findings, and future works of 




In this chapter, the previous work on CAP modulation technique and RoF system are 
elaborated. Firstly, the chapter discusses advanced modulation formats and focuses 
on CAP modulation technique for classical 2D-CAP and high dimensionality CAP. 
In addition, a brief concept of RoF system is explained with the techniques used to 
generate and transport microwave signals over fiber.    
2.1 Advanced Modulation Format 
Initially, optical communication systems utilized a simple modulation format by 
basically sending light that refers to the binary signal “1” and binary signal “0” for 
not sending light (Tokle et. al., 2008), that is recognized by OOK. OOK and NRZ 
were the dominant optical modulation format in IMDD fiber optic systems. 
However, channel spacing decreases once the bit rate per channel and transmission 
distance increase. This permits the utilization of advanced modulation formats as it 
will improve the receiver sensitivity and facilitate the channel bit rate from the 
limitation of binary systems (Tokle et al., 2008).  
Multiple wavelength channels can be used to increase the total capacity of an 
optical network. Other than that, the utilization of more advanced modulation 
formats can fulfill the requirements of high data rate in high capacity optical 
network.  
 Multilevel modulation formats, such as differential quadrature phase shift 
keying (DQPSK) and QAM are advanced modulations that have gained increasing 
attention in optical communications (Winzer & Essiambre, 2006). One example is a 
differential binary phase-shift keying (DBPSK) (Shieh et. al., 2008). In addition, 
(Tokle et al., 2008) has proposed new multilevel advanced modulation formats that 
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involve a combination of amplitude shift keying (ASK) and DQPSK, DQPSK with 
inverse-RZ pulse shape and differential 8-ary phase shift keying (D8PSK).  
(Zhou & Yu, 2009) discussed that spectral utilization can be increased by 
increasing the number of dimensions and levels. CAP modulation has received 
attention in the early and mid-1990s (Werner, 1992 & 1993). The development in 
CAP modulation has sparked the development of DSL technique used for private 
consumers (asymmetric DSL) (Tang, Thng, & Li, 2003). A continuous effort from 
Bell Labs has led to CAP being a part of early DSL and asynchronous transfer mode 
(ATM) specification and was almost proposed as an optional to DMT modulation. 
2.2 Carrierless Amplitude Phase Modulation 
CAP modulation scheme is a multilevel and multidimensional modulation format. 
The bandwidth efficiency of CAP modulation scheme is demonstrated by two steps 
(Ahmed Shalash & Perhi, 1997). The first step is by multilevel encoding of the data 
stream and the other step is by using efficient orthogonal signature waveforms; one 
for each dimension. These waveforms are gained from the frequency domain filters 
with orthogonal impulse response to modulate different data streams. 
CAP modulation scheme is derived from the QAM modulation. The 
fundamental difference between both modulation schemes is the way the signal is 
generated. The principle of CAP modulation is similar to QAM as in supporting 
multiple levels and modulations in more than one dimension. Figure 2.1 illustrates 
the block diagram of QAM transmitter-receiver (transceiver) and Figure 2.2 indicates 
the block diagram of CAP transceiver. From the figures, it shows that, CAP does not 
require the generation of a sinusoidal carrier at the transceiver as opposed to QAM. 
This leads to less expensive and complex digital transceiver implementation as 
intensive computation of multiplication operations is needed for carrier modulation 
and demodulation. In addition, the absence of carrier can increase the bandwidth 








































Figure 2.2: Block diagram of CAP transceiver (Othman M. B., 2012). 
2.2.1 Classical 2D-CAP Modulation 
Basically, the idea of CAP system is to use different signals as signature waveforms 
to modulate different data streams. At the transmitter, the signature waveforms are 
generated by orthogonal shaping filters, while at the receiver, the individual data 
streams are reconstructed by matched filtering. The match filter used in the receiver 
has an impulse response which is an inverse of the filter’s impulse response in the 
transmitter. 
It can be observed from Figure 2.3 that data in the transmitter has to be 
mapped (encoded) according to the given constellation by converting the number of 
raw data bits into multilevel symbols. These symbols are up-sampled and shaped by 
the CAP filters in order to achieve the desired waveforms. Thus, the signals are 
required to have transmission properties that include a limited bandwidth, zero inter-
symbol interference (ISI), and zero cross-channel interference (CCI) to allow a 












































Figure 2.3: Block diagram of 2D-CAP transmitter and receiver. 
In 2-dimensional CAP (2D-CAP) modulation, shaping filters use the property 
of a square-root raised cosine (SRRC) filter with zero-ISI, merged with the 
orthogonal property of sine and cosine waveforms that has zero-CCI. However, 
before components can be filtered, symbols have to be up-sampled in order to meet 
the sampling rate criterion. The sampling rate has to be at least two times higher than 
the highest frequency component of the generated signal. The usual up-sampling 
factors are 3 or 4, depending on the roll-off factor of the raised cosine (RC) filter 
used to design the shaping filter. The reason for selecting the proper value of up-
sampling factor is to avoid any aliasing effects.  
The most important part of the CAP system is a proper shaping filter. CAP 
modulation format of 2D-CAP employs a product of a SRRC with sine and cosine 
waveforms in order to achieve the PR in the receiver. The SRRC filters are widely 
used for matched filtering. A combination of two SRRC filters, which are 
transmitting and receiving filters produces a RC filter. The raised cosine waveform 
can be numerically defined as in (2.1) and the SRRC waveform can be expressed 
numerically as in (2.2) (Othman M. B., 2012), where T is a symbol period and α is 
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  (2.2) 
It is defined that for any filter design, the roll-off factor is a crucial parameter. 
The roll-off factor for baseband systems can be illustrated in (2.3), where W is the 
bandwidth used by the signal and 
T2
1
 is a minimum bandwidth required for the 
baseband signal at a symbol rate of T. However, for the passband modulation, the 






 in order to allocate a frequency 
space for the positive and negative sidebands of the signal.  









      (2.3) 
It is important to mention that RC and SRRC are baseband filters that are 
suitable for shaping baseband signals such as PAM. This can be accomplished with 
minor alteration by relocating the filter into the passband. The same operation is 
performed in CAP systems. The continuous-time impulse response of the CAP filters 
can be expressed by using (2.4) and (2.5), where fc is a frequency suitable for the 
passband filters.  Filter f1 is called the in-phase filter and filter f2 is called the 
quadrature filter.  
   tfthf cSRRC 2cos1      (2.4) 
   tfthf cSRRC 2sin2      (2.5) 
The impulse response of both filters generate a pair of waveforms, f1 and f2 
that constitute a Hilbert pair. In Hilbert pair, the two signals of the same magnitude 
and phase response are shifted by 90o as demonstrated in Figure 2.4. It presents the 
impulse and frequency responses of a typical CAP filter with an up-sampling factor 
of 4. The resultant of two orthogonal signals are added and converted from digital to 

































(a) (b)  
Figure 2.4: 2D-CAP (a) Impulse response (b) Frequency response of two orthogonal 
filters (Othman M. B., 2012). 
At the receiver side, the signals are converted back to digital form. The 
matched filter is created by reversing the order of coefficients in the filter to retrieve 
the original sequence of symbols. The symbols are then down-sampled and de-
mapped (decoded), so that the original data can be recovered. This 2D-CAP system 
has limited capacity for the system. In the next section, higher dimension of CAP 
modulation scheme is discussed that provides an enhancement in the capacity of 
CAP modulation system. 
2.2.2 High Dimensionality CAP Modulation 
The CAP modulation system can be expanded by using higher dimension signalling 
or by increasing the number of levels in the multilevel encoding. The idea stems 
from the modulation of data streams by using more than two signature waveforms. 
However, the main challenge in designing the signals used as signature waveforms is 
the orthogonality over multiple symbol periods. The number of bits per symbol with 
CAP modulation is expressed in (2.6), where D is the number of dimensions and L is 
the number of levels in each dimension: 























































Figure 2.5: Block diagram of 3D/4D-CAP transmitter and receiver. 
The high dimensionality CAP modulation of type 3D/4D is demonstrated in 
Figure 2.5. It illustrates that a 3D/4D CAP modulation has a transmitter and receiver. 
In the transmitter, data is mapped (encoded) according to the constellation by 
converting the number of raw data bits into multilevel symbols. These symbols are 
up-sampled and shaped by the CAP filters so that the desired waveforms can be 
reached.  
In high dimensionality CAP modulation, the required sample/symbol ratio is 
linearly proportional to the number of dimensions (A. F. Shalash & Parhi, 1999). 
Thus, the up-sampling factor must be increased in order to support the increased 
number of dimensions. The spectral efficiency is not upgraded by increasing the 
number of dimensions. However, the additional dimensions can be used to support 
multiple access applications. 
It is important to mention that the Hilbert pair that is used for 2D-CAP 
modulation cannot be used for 3D and 4D. Thus, a new set of filters should be 
designed and added to match with the dimensions required in the system. It is 
essential for transceiver filter combination to fulfil the orthogonality or PR criteria in 
order to avoid interdimensional crosstalk. However, the filter design with optimized 
orthogonality for higher orders is a challenge (A. F. Shalash & Parhi, 1999).  
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Finite impulse response (FIR) filter of CAP transmitter and receiver can be 
defined by using (2.7) and (2.8) (Othman M. B., 2012) and the variables fi and gj, 
respectively where  ifP  is a shift matrix that operate on vector fi, 
~
 is a vector with 
one unity element, and 0
~
 is a vector of all zeros: 
   NjigfP ji ...,3,2,1,,
~
     (2.7) 
   NjigfP ji ,...3,2,1,,0
~
    (2.8) 









  (2.9) 
The PR condition in (2.7) and (2.8) will yield the (2.10), where Fi is a Discrete 
Fourier Transform (DFT) of vector fi and Fi,HP is an out-of-band portion of the 
transmitter response above the fB: 
   Njifinverseg ij ...,3,2,1,     (2.10) 
The boundary frequency, fB ensures the receiver frequency magnitude 
response to be the same as the transmitter. This implies that the out-of-band spectral 
content of the filters is zero.  
In 1-dimensional (1D) PAM, Nyquist has verified that to avoid ISI such as 
PR condition for one dimension, a minimum bandwidth of 
T2
1




 is the baud rate. Similarly, for a 3D-CAP or higher dimension CAP system, 
there is a minimum bandwidth, fB,min that will allow PR condition, and any values 
that are smaller than fB,min will not give any results for PR solution. 
In a 3D-CAP system, (Tang et al., 2003) has proven that the value of fB is at 
least equivalent to or larger than T23  to maintain the PR condition. The responses 
of digital transceiver filters for 3D-CAP and 4D-CAP modulation systems are 
demonstrated in Figure 2.6 and Figure 2.7. In both figures, part (a) shows the 
impulse and frequency responses for each of the signal, and part (b) shows the cross 
response of the transceiver filter. The impulse only exists at the cross responses of f1 
and g1, f2 and g2, f3 and g3, f4 and g4, and zeros at the other transceivers. For instance, 
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f1 and g2, f1 and g3, etc. The transceiver filter combination satisfies the PR criteria 
that complies with equation (2.7) and (2.8).   
The high dimension CAP modulation discussed previously defines the 
concept and review on the designs of 3D and 4D CAP modulation systems. The 
application of this high dimension CAP modulation can be implemented for different 
optical systems. In the next section, RoF system is discussed briefly to demonstrate 
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Figure 2.6: (a) Impulse and frequency responses: (b) Cross response of transceiver 
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(a) (b) (c)  
Figure 2.7: Transceiver filters for 4D-CAP: (a) Impulse response (b) Frequency 
response (c) cross response (M. B. Othman, 2012b). 
2.3 Radio-over-Fiber System 
RoF is a technology that centralizes the RF signal processing function in one shared 
area called a headend, and optical fiber link is used to disseminate the RF signal to 
the remote antenna units (RAUs) or BSs. In standard narrowband communication 
systems and wireless local area networks (WLANs), RF signal processing functions 
such as carrier modulation, multiplexing, and frequency up-conversion are carried 





















Figure 2.8: General concept of RoF system. 
However, in RoF network architecture, most of the signal processing such as 
modulation, RF generation, multiplexing, coding, and switching can be prepared at 
the CS or headend. For wireless distribution, optical fiber links interconnect compact 
and simple BS antennas as shown in Figure 2.8. There are no processing functions 
involved in the BS, except simple conversion of optical to wireless signals or vice 
versa. Thus, RAUs only perform optoelectronic conversion and amplification 
functions. 
A basic RoF system is illustrated in Figure 2.9. In the downlink transmission, 
RF signal modulate the optical source and produce optical signals at the CS. Next, 
the signals are transmitted through an optical fiber to the BSs. At the BSs, the signals 
are demodulated directly by a PD to recover the RF signals. The opposite process is 
carried out in the uplink transmission, where at the BSs, the RF signals from the 
antenna directly modulate the optical source and the resulting optical signals are 
transmitted through a fiber to the CS.  
The RoF system approaches radio access and has the advantages that include 
a capability to utilize small, low-cost RAUs and simplicity of upgrading the link with 
a reduction in cost for maintenance of wireless networks at low power consumption 
and large bandwidth in wireless access (Karthikeyan & Prakasam, 2014). In RoF, the 
high optical bandwidth allows an implementation of high-speed signal processing, 
since it is impossible or difficult to be done electronically. Besides that, low loss 
transmission produced by optical fiber serves as an advantage to distribute the 

















Figure 2.9: Basic Radio-over-Fiber (RoF) system. 
Furthermore, RoF is immune to RF interference because the transmission of 
the signal is in a light form that is more secure. RoF is easy to maintain, cost 
effective, and simple to install because in the hardware configuration and design, 
expensive and complex equipment are kept at the CS, while small, lighter, and 
simpler RAUs are located at the BSs. 
On the contrary, in the conventional optical system the transmission of a 
signal is in a digital form, while RoF architecture is an analog transmission since the 
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